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[bookmark: _GoBack]This year marks the 25th anniversary of the ground breaking International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), which took place in Cairo in 1994. At that conference, 179 governments adopted a Programme of Action, recognizing that reproductive health, women's empowerment and gender equality are the pathway to sustainable development. 
We are proud that 2 representatives from Georgia – from the government and expert community participated in the ICPD negotiations 25 years ago. Today, after 25 years, ICPD Programme of Action still guides national efforts towards improving lives of women, men and youth – and contributing to the achieving Sustainable Development Goals.
The ICPD remains central to much of the SDG agenda – ending poverty, securing good health and well-being, realizing gender equality and achieving sustainable communities, among many other goals. 
Since the adoption of ICPD Programme of Action Georgia has made significant progress in partnership wtih UNFPA, UNICEF, WHO, and other international organizations and donors; just to highlight what has changed since Cairo in few major areas:
· Improving Sexual and Reproductive Health, including Maternal Health - Since 2000 Maternal Mortality Ratio has fallen by 53%[footnoteRef:1]; this is the result of major efforts implemented by the government – such as, launching of the Universal Health Programme in 2013, full scale implementation of the Perinatal Regionalization Programme for improving the quality of services, launching of the national on-line post-graduate learning platform for health service providers, etc. The Government’s efforts will be further targeted towards ending preventable maternal deaths through improving the quality of health services, as well as including Family Planning services in the basic benefit package of the Universal Healthcare Programme[footnoteRef:2]; [1:  MMR has fallen from 49.2 in 2000 to 23 in 2016, NCDC]  [2:  https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/pau/age/Icpd/ICPD-25/Statements/Session-2/3_-_2nd-Thematic-Session-Georgia.pdf] 

· Increasing access to quality population data and analysis on population dynamics – with the support of UNFPA Georgia was one of the first countries in the region that used Geographic Information System (GIS) in undertaking 2014 Population Census; disaggregated and reliable population data is accessible on-line for policy makers and planners; furthermore, in-depth analysis of Census data allowed to gain deep insight into the population dynamics and the situation of Youth and Elderly in the country; Georgia is looking forward and getting ready for the 2020 Round of Population Census to further strengthen evidence-based planning for sustainable development;
· Investing in Youth Development – In 2014 with the support of UNFPA and UNICEF the Georgian Government has elaborated and adopted the rights-based Youth Policy and the 2014-2020 National Action Plan for its implementation. Youth development remains at the top of the government’s priority agenda – the national efforts are directed towards improving young people’s health, education, employability and support youth empowerment and participation - to strengthen country’s human capital as one of the cornerstones of sustainable development; 
· Combatting gender-based violence and harmful practices against women and girls - The government of Georgia has made significant advances towards implementation of international/regional conventions and standards by developing more effective and comprehensive policies and strategies, establishing systems of accountability and creating/improving services for survivors and perpetrators. In 2017, Georgia ratified the Istanbul Convention of the Council of Europe and accepted the principles of the convention. The state adopts periodic national action plans to end violence against women, domestic violence and harmful practices. Furthermore, social mobilization and innovative communication is ongoing to strengthen men’s engagement as non-violent and caring fathers and partners and increase their support to gender equality.
In November 2018 Georgia has elected the first female President Salome Zurabishvili. The government is committed to intensify efforts for ending gender-based violence and harmful practices against women and girls.

We reaffirm the ICPD Programme of Action and its key actions for further implementation and the outcomes of the regional reviews[footnoteRef:3], which provides the guidance on the implementation of the unfinished agenda of the ICPD PoA.  [3:  http://www.unece.org/pau/icpd25.html] 


It is of critical importance to scale up financial resources for addressing unfinished business, continue monitoring progress, and leave no one behind to advance the progress towards SDGs, ensuring that sustainable development is based on individual rights and choices.





